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DOWNTON VIBE AND
'ROYAL NEIGHBOURS

MACDONALD
BERYSTEDE SPA HOTEL,
ASCOT, BERKS
WHAT’S IT LIKE? Enjoy a
very British weekend. The
owners are proud of having
taken a beautiful Victorian
building and turned itinto a

comfortable hotel.

And it is only two miles
from Ascot Racecourse
and eight miles from
Windsor Castle.

It is the perfect
stopover for a spot
“of sightseeing and
afternoon tea.
ROOMS ANY GOOD?
The rooms and suites
feel very Downton Abbey
with  pretty . four-poster
beds, vast bathrooms and
views over  endless
parkland.

EAT HERE OR GRAB A
PIZzA? The fine-dining
restaurant offers British
classics such as rump of
lamb or steak and hand-
cooked chips. The service
is fabulous and atmo-
sphere relaxed.

. The wine selection is
also good and there is a
lovely open fire to sit by and
enjoy an after-dinner drink.

WHAT ELSE? The spais a
relaxing place to read a
book or have a dunk in the
outdoor hydropool.

The treatments available
are varied and the hot-
stone massage leaves you
floating back to your
bedroom.

There's also a fantastic
pool and plenty of scope

for places to see
nearby for a day out.
YOUD GO

check in B 0
o=+ 4,4 worth visiting the

spaevenifyou can't

stay over - the

Elemis therapists really

do ensure you are treated
like royalty.

And Macdonald Berys-

tede hotel and the Ascot
area offers so much that
one night almost isn't
enough.
WHAT'S THE DAMAGE?
Based on two adults, bed
and breakfast for one night
is £171for a classic room or
£206 for an executive
room. Spa treatments cost
extra.

For more information see
macdonald-hotels.co.uk.

JENNIFER TIPPETT

SunSNAPS!

IT'S hard to say what we like most about this
pic - the sheer oddness of it all, or learning
that Spanish for “wet floor” sounds like an
exotic cocktail.

Or perhaps it was the decision to render it

your weekend starts here

A VERY familiar defective is
1rym? to get to the botiom of
the murder on a sun-
drenched Caribbean island.

I'm in Guadeloupe on the set of Death
In Paradise, one of the UK’s most lgo]:vular
dramas and which beat even Pol
last year’s ratings.

It’s not hard to see wh y the BBC show
is so huge — who doesnt want to men-
tally bathe in the beauty of uoise
oceans and endless golden beaches at this
God-forsaken, wind-swept time of year?

No, the real _mystery is not Death In
P nor the
identity, but this — why don’t more Brits
visit Guadeloupe?

To be fair, it’s been a bit of a pain to

et here. I woke at the crack of dawn,

ew to Paris, faffed about there for a bit,
then got on rather bum-
flight to the Caribbean.
Because it is a French colony, there are

TODIEFOR. ..
Basse Terre bedach
forms part of the
backdrop for BBC
detective drama

4 pages of travel

REAL TASTE OF TV'S DEATH IN

no direct flights from the UK, so it is a
bit of a slog and certainly not as easy to
reach as the British colony isl

Caribbean islands that Brmsh people
m:/ght be more faxnihar with.

But boy, is it worth the extra effort.
Guadeloupe has all the beauty of any of
the Caribbean islands, but with an
dollop of exoticism and a dash of French
“Je ne sais quoi”.

Kris Marshall, ‘who plays DI Humphrey
Goodman in the show, says: “There is
something about the French Caribbean
geople which is just incredibly laid-back
ut also very cool with a bit of attitude.
“It’s sort of a walk, a way of being. But
it’s just a veneer. They are incredibly giv-
ing, warm, welcoming people. And very
funn; “Tg they love a joke.

e mix of the two cultures just works

incredibly well and it makes Guadeloupe
a bit different from a lot of the other

shaped like a butterfly,
with the wings divided into two areas
called Grande Terre and Basse Terre.
Both parts of the island are ite dif-
ferent. Grande Terre is grander, with
more hotels, and faces the Atlantic.

Enough potent rum cocktails
to blow your head off

Basse Terre, on the other hand, is on
the Caribbean sea, less touristy, a lot flat-
ter, and punctuated with raini orests.

The island fluctuates hugely — you can
come across beaches wi exther black,
brown, golden or white sand depending
on where are and what the local
geology is like. Death In Paradise is
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