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Guadeloupe: the

real-life St Marie

James Henderson explores the island locations of BBC
One’s tropical detective series ‘Death in Paradise’

here are so many

islands in the

Caribbean that you

could be forgiven for

forgetting one of them

~tiny St Marie, the
setting for Death in Paradise, BBC
One’s tropical murder mystery series
whichairs for a fifth season starting
next Thursday.

It’sa fairly typical Caribbean
island with a small capital, St
Honoré, lying in the shelter of a
volcano; a rainforest; a tangled
French and British heritage - and,
for a population of 50,000 or so, an
unfeasibly high murder rate of eight
per year, But, of course, St Marie is
fictional,

In reality, the series - which
offersa burst of the exotic in the
dark depths of a British January - is
filmed in Guadeloupe, which lies
about halfway down the eastern
Caribbean chain, between Dominica
and Antigua, Most of the action takes
place in the island's rain-forested
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north-western corner, around the
town of Deshaies,

Some of the film locations on the
fictional St Marie have become tourist

curiosities. The police station is a

pretty, old wooden building among
the concrete modernity of Deshaies,

‘| and Catherine’s Bar, where so many /

episodes conclude - and where
Detective Inspector Humphrey
Goodman (played for a third time by
Kris Marshall) ate a whole chilli - is
a wooden deck right on the town’s
beach. Itis quite possible to get a
sunset drink there. ;
Other regular locations familiar
to viewers include the botanical
gardens, where actor Ben Miller, the
previous DI, met his death at the end
of series two, and DI Humphrey's
beach house, on a truly lovely stretch
of palm-backed sand, Anse la Perle.
Last June I travelled to see these
settings for myself - and to meet
the crew and actors when they
were about halfway through their
five-month schedule of filming eight
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new episodes in Guadeloupe, As I
explored the area, I spotted small pink
signs attached to electricity poles,
saying DIPLOC (short for Death

in Paradise Location), indicating
temporary film gets. !

In charge of finding these new
locations, and of giving the series its
rich tropical feel, is location manager
James Chambers.

“It's a change from working in
London where every scene has been
used a million times before,” he said,
as we looked out on the sparkling hay
visible from his office. “The heaches
are a cinch - and then there are the
benefits of the sunshine, the sea and
working so close (o nature.”

The actors and crew relocate to
Guadeloupe for five or six months of
the year (guest actors for individual
episodes visit for two weeks), It's
obviously hard work, requiring the
crew to be on set for up to 12 hours a
day - but life ina tropical paradise has
its compensations,

“Ilive in a villa on a cliff overlooking

the sea, with an amazing view to
Antigua on one side and Montserrat

‘on the other,” said Kris Marshall,

“On areally clear day - which is rare,
because the volcano usually has a
pall of cloud around it - you can see
pyroclastic flows running all the way
down to the sea”

The volcano on Montserrat, once
one of the gentlest and sweetest
islands in the region, is still active
after 20 years and shows no sign of
calming down,

It turns out that Marshall has been
toquite a few Caribbean islands,
including St Lucia and Antigua. He
visited Cayman and Bermuda as a boy,
hitching a ride with his father, who
flew for the RAF,

“Ifind that every island 1 go to
is very different to the previous
one,” he told me, “St Maarten is like
a Caribbean Magaluf, really, and
I'm planning to visit Dominica and
St Barts.”

Does Marshall have a favourite
Caribbean island?

“I'm looking forward to visiting
Dominica)” he said, “but really this
part of Guadeloupe is my favourite -
because of the volcano and the
rainforest, There are hidden waterfalls
with places to swim and my son loves
the African drums sessions in Pointe-
a-Pitre on Saturdays. There are fewer
Brits and Americans here, and fewer
high-end hotels - so there’s a relative
lack of tourism as well."

This corner of Basse-Terre does
indeed have a lot to recommend
it. It’s an oddity in the Caribbean
because it has good infrastructure
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| (technically part of France and the

European Community, it is much more
prosperous than other islands nearby),
and yet its beaches remain relatively
undeveloped. The Fort Royal Hotel,
where I and many of the film crew
stayed, is the only hotel of any size in
the area, Most of the island’s tourist
hotels can be found near the white
sand and turquoise sea of Grande-
Terre - the island’s flatter, coral-based
eastern half,

Basse-Terre is toweringly,

| rampantly green and heart-stoppingly

beautiful, with jungle that tumbles
down the mountain into steep-sided
coves of sugary orange sand. It is ideal
for an independent traveller, and
specialises in inns and gites, each with
Just a few rooms with kitchenettes
(often without a diningroom because
there are so many places to eat out).
Some are on the beach but others sit in
rampaging, rock-strewn gardens up on
the hillsides.

When not shuffling between
caravans to interview cast members,
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